For the crop year beginning in 1849 the per capita production of potatoes was 2.9 bushels, for 1859 it was 3.6 bushels, for the 10-year period 1885-1894 the yearly average was 2.9 bushels, or lower than that of any other period. The average was 3.45 bushels in the following 10-year period, and increased in the next 10-year period, 1905-1914, to 3.8 bushels per capita.
•While total potato production per capita has increased since the 10-year period 1885-1894, the production per acre compared with population has slightly declined during the same time. Per 1,000,000 of population the production of potatoes per acre was 1.07 bushels in 1905-1914 The annual averages presented by periods of years do not reach half a million bushels before the period 1875-1884, when the average yearly imports were 2,158,000 bushels. In the next 10-year period the average was 3,018,000 bushels, followed by 1,401,000 bushels in [1895] [1896] [1897] [1898] [1899] [1900] [1901] [1902] [1903] [1904] , and by 2,946,000 bushels in 1905-1914. In Potato production and supply being so nearly the same, the imports of potatoes are related to the supply quite the same as they are to the production. Potato consumption is almost entirely confined to potatoes produced in this country, as appears when attention is given to the quantities of foreign-produced potatoes. The consumption of foreign potatoes in 1849 was 173,000 bushels, and the quantity had risen to only 234,000 bushels as an average for 1865-1874. In the next 10 years the average yearly consumption of foreign potatoes was 2,158,000 bushels, and the quantity rose to 3,018,000 bushels in the 10 years 1885-1894. This is the highest average consumption of any 10-year period. In the next one the average consumption of foreign potatoes fell to 1,401,000 bushels, and in [1905] [1906] [1907] [1908] [1909] [1910] [1911] [1912] [1913] [1914] In the 10-year averages the consumption appears to be greater than the production and has been so in fact for the reason that in exceptional years, when production has been very deficient, imports have relatively largely increasedf or these deficient years. In a consideration of the subject year by year, however, it is certain that since 1S94 the more general fact has been that the consumption has been below the production. The difference either way in a consideration by years is usually very small both absolutely and relatively.
During the period 1 86(3-1 S74 the consumption of potatoes was 99.8 per cent of the production; in 1 885-1 S94 the consumption was 101.4 per cent of the production: in the following 10-year period it was 100.3 per cent; and in [1905] [1906] [1907] [1908] [1909] [1910] [1911] [1912] [1913] [1914] Computed upon the total supply of potatoes, the total consumption during this period averaged 99.5 per cent.
HISTORICAL TABLES.
The four tables that are appended to the text of this bulletin were prepared and are published especially for their historical value.
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